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Method for selecting modulation detector in receiver, and re- 

CE,VER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a method for selecting a modulation detec- 
5 tor in a receiver. 

When information is transferred over a radio channel, a signal to be 
transmitted must be modulated. The purpose of modulation is to render the 
signal such that it can be transmitted at a radio frequency. One requirement of 
a good modulation method is, for example, that it enables the largest possible 

10 amount of information to be transferred on the narrowest possible frequency 
band. Depending on the use, other features can also be stressed. In addition, 
modulation must be such that it causes as little interference to a neighbouring 
channel as possible. 

One modulation method is tc/4-DQPSK (n/4-shifted, Differential 

15 Quaternary Phase Shift Keying) modulation. This modulation method com- 
prises eight phase states but only four phase shifts. The allowed phase shifts 
(symbols) are ±nf4 and ±3rc/4. Each phase shift corresponds to two bits to be 
transmitted. In other words, a digital signal modulates a carrier in two-bit se- 
quences in such a manner that a given phase shift corresponds to each two- 

20 bit combination during each symbol sequence. A symbol sequence refers here 
to a signal sequence which is used for transmitting two bits. The phase shifts 
which correspond to bit combinations 00, 01, 10 and 11 are n/4, 3n/4, -n/4 and 
-3*/4. For example, the symbol frequency employed by the Terrestrial Trunked 
Radio (TETRA) is 18 kHz, whereby the bit frequency is 36 kHz. 

25 When a signal is received, it has to be demodulated, i.e. the bits 

that are modulated to the signal have to be detected by a detector in order to 
find out the information included therein. A receiver may comprise a plurality of 
detectors which are optimized for various channel conditions. In some condi- 
tions, a channel equalizer may also be needed. Selection of a detector to be 

30 used is generally implemented such that the detectors operate simultaneously 
and each produces a commensurable error-metric value, on the basis of which 
the detector that is best suited for the conditions can be selected. 

The above-described arrangement has a drawback that as the de- 
tectors operate simultaneously, a considerable amount of computational 

35 power is required for calculating the detector algorithms. In particular, a chan- 
nel equalizer that is possibly included in the detector requires heavy computa- 
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tional power. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the invention is thus to provide a method and equip- 
ment implementing the method such that the above drawbacks can be solved. 
5 This is achieved with a method and a receiver which are characterized by what 
is disclosed in the independent claims 1 and 6. The preferred embodiments of 
the invention are disclosed in the dependent claims. 

The invention is based on the idea that a cross-correlation result 
obtained from symbol synchronization of the receiver is utilized when assess- 
10 ing a suitable detector type required by the conditions on a radio channel. 

The method and arrangement of the invention have an advantage 
that the number of calculations required for the detection can be minimized in 
the receiver, since simultaneous operation of a plurality of detectors is not 
needed. In particular, this is advantageous in terminal equipments having a 
15 limited computational capacity. By means of the invention, it is also possible to 
select the optimal detector type to suit the conditions on the radio channel. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the following, the invention will be described in greater detail in 
connection with preferred embodiments, with reference to the attached draw- 
20 ings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a receiver structure according to the 
invention; and 

Figure 2 is a simplified schematic view of a frame structure in the 
TETRA system. 

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the following, the invention is described in connection with the 
TETRA system with no intention to restrict the invention to any particular sys- 
tem or modulation method. 

In the TETRA system, information bits received from a medium ac- 
30 cess layer (MAC) of a transmission path are encoded by block coding and 
convolution coding so as to detect errors arising in the signal on a radio path 
and possibly to correct them at reception. The encoded bits are interleaved 
such that successive bits are far apart from one another. This facilitates error 
correction if the signal to be transmitted is exposed to instantaneous interfer- 
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ence on the radio path. The interleaved bits are mixed by using a given colour 
code, by means of which the transmissions of different base stations can be 
identified. In multiplexing, bits of different logical channels are combined. 
Thereafter, a burst is formed from the multiplexed bits. A burst is a structure 
5 which is transmitted in one time division multiple access (TDMA) time slot or 
sub-time slot. The burst is composed of data bit fields 20 and 22 and of a 
training sequence 21 between them in the middle of the burst, as illustrated in 
Figure 2. The training sequence 21 is a predetermined bit sequence that is 
stored in the memory of a receiver such that a training sequence of the re- 

10 ceived signal can be compared with the stored training sequence. The training 
sequence 21 can be used for synchronizing the reception and for identifying 
the received signal, for example. Differential coding generates modulating 
symbols from pairs of bits in a burst. A carrier which is modulated by control of 
symbols is amplified in a transmitter and transmitted onto a radio path. 

15 The modulation is the above-described n/4-DQPSK (Ti/4-shifted, Dif- 

ferential Quaternary Phase Shift Keying) modulation. This modulation method 
comprises eight phase states but only four phase shifts. The allowed phase 
shifts (symbols) are ±n/4 and ±3rc/4. In practice, the tc/4-DQPSK constellation 
thus varies at symbol intervals between two 4-point constellations. 

20 Figure 1 shows a block diagram of a receiver structure of the inven- 

tion for the TETRA system, for instance. Only the parts of the receiver that are 
relevant to the understanding of the invention are shown. In reception, a signal 
is received from an antenna (not shown) and the signal is first processed by 
radio-frequency parts (not shown). Thereafter, A/D converters (not shown) 

25 take samples from the intermediate frequency signal. The samples are sup- 
plied to a synchronizing block 100, as illustrated by signal IN in Figure 1. The 
synchronizing block 100 searches the obtained samples for a training se- 
quence 21 belonging to the frame structure. Thereby the synchronizing block 
is able to accurately determine an ideal sampling moment, i.e. positions of all 

30 symbols in a sample stream. This is also known as symbol synchronization. It 
is carried out by calculating a complex cross-correlation between the training 
sequence 21 of the received signal burst and the stored training sequence at 
different sampling moments. Generally, cross-correlation refers to an integral 
of the product of two signals, which indicates how well the signals correspond. 

35 Thus, the sampling moment of the received signal producing the maximum 
cross-correlation value is the ideal sampling moment and synchronization is 
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carried out accordingly in a known manner. In the described example in con- 
nection with the TETRA system, the cross-correlation to be calculated is com- 
plex, since the signal IN is a complex signal. The synchronizing block 100 also 
controls the radio-frequency parts of the receiver in order that the signal arriv- 
5 ing in the A/O converter would stay at an optimal level. 

According to the basic idea of the invention, correlation data ob- 
tained from synchronization 100 is utilized in assessing a detector type 103A 
or 103B required by the radio channel conditions. Thus, the maximum of the 
cross-correlation result obtained from synchronization 100 corresponds to the 

10 ideal synchronization point, as described above. In an ideal case, when there 
is no interference on the radio path, the cross-correlation zero points are lo- 
cated before and after the ideal synchronization point, at a distance of a sym- 
bol sequence. In other words, when a sampling point is shifted for one symbol 
sequence forwards or backwards from the ideal sampling point and a cross- 

15 correlation between the obtained training sequence and the stored training se- 
quence is calculated, the result is zero in the ideal case. However, if multipath 
propagation appears on the radio channel, values deviating from zero, i.e. 
power, starts appearing at these cross-correlation zero points. In this specifica- 
tion, the term cross-correlation zero point refers to the above-described cross- 

20 correlation determined at the distance of one symbol sequence from the 
maximum of the cross-correlation, which, in the ideal case, when there is no 
interference on the radio path, gives a result of zero, but which is not neces- 
sarily zero if interference occurs. 

It is typical of the radio path that the transmitted signal arrives in the 

25 receiver over several propagation paths, each of which having a specific time 
delay, and in addition, the channel properties change as a function of time. For 
instance, beams reflected and delayed on the radio path generate intersymbol 
interference (ISI). The frequency response or the impulse response of the 
channel can be estimated by a discrete-time filter, i.e. a channel estimator, 

30 whose tap coefficients model the radio channel. The aim is to describe the 
state of the radio channel by a channel estimate. In the present specification, 
the channel estimator generally refers to a mechanism that estimates and 
maintains a description of the complex impulse response of the radio channel. 
A method by which the channel estimate is updated is substantially associated 

35 with this mechanism. In the TETRA system, a least mean square (LMS) algo- 
rithm, for instance, can be used for updating the channel estimates. In order to 
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ensure that the LMS algorithm is converged before the start of the actual in- 
formation bits, the detector 103A or 103B must obtain the best possible initial 
estimate of the state of the channel. This estimate is obtained from the syn- 
chronization 100 which calculates a complex cross-correlation between the 
5 training sequence 21 of the received signal and the stored version of the train- 
ing sequence when searching an optimal sampling moment. The cross- 
correlation result provides an initial value for the channel estimate, the initial 
value indicating an average state of the channel during the training sequence. 
Channel correction and symbol detection will not begin until the training se- 

10 quence is received. This ensures that the symbol synchronization is able to 
adjust the timing of symbols as accurately as possible and to generate the ini- 
tial estimate of the channel. The channel correction both in the forward direc- 
tion and in the backward direction preferably proceeds such that, after initializ- 
ing the estimates, the detector 103A or 103B is trained over the training se- 

15 quence 21 towards the end of the burst or towards the beginning of the burst, 
respectively. Consequently, if multipath propagation occurs considerably, it is 
more preferable to use a detector provided with a channel equalizer, and on 
the other hand, if multipath propagation does not occur, a conventional differ- 
ential detector, for instance, can be used as the detector. 

20 The synchronizing block 100 supplies the received signal frame to a 

selector unit 102 which selects the detector 103A or 103B to be used on the 
basis of the correlation data and forwards the frame to the selected detector 
block 103A or 103B via an output A or B. The detector 103A or 103B detects 
the information bits and the optional channel equalizer associated therewith 

25 corrects non-idealities caused by the radio channel in a known manner, as de- 
scribed above. Finally, In framing 104, the frame is formed into a logical chan- 
nel that is forwarded for further processing OUT. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, in synchroni- 
zation 100, the complex cross-correlation between the training sequence 21 of 

30 the received signal and the stored training sequence at one zero point or both 
of the zero points of the cross-correlation is determined as defined above. If 
the cross-correlation is calculated at either zero point, it is possible to calculate 
an average of the two obtained values or they can be summed, whereby one 
cross-rcorrelation value is obtained. Alternatively, it is also possible to use two, 

35 separate cross-correlation values in further processing. By means of the abso- 
lute value(s) of the obtained cross-correlation, the detector 103A or 103B to be 
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used for symbol detection is selected with the selector 102. One of the equal- 
izers, e.g. 103A, preferably comprises a channel equalizer, and consequently, 
if the absolute value of the determined complex cross-correlation exceeds a 
given preset limit value, the detector 103A provided with the channel equalizer 
5 is used, and if the absolute value of the determined complex cross-correlation 
is below a given preset limit value, the other detector 103B, which is e.g. a dif- 
ferential detector, is used. There may be more than two detector types and 
they may differ from the above-described detectors without that is has any 
relevance to the basic idea of the invention. Preferably, only the detector 103A 

10 or 103B that is used for detection is in operation, which minimizes the compu- 
tational power required for detection. 

Further, according to the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
selection of the detector 103A or 103B is carried out by averaging the cross- 
correlation values of a plurality of received time slots. This can be done by 

15 means of an averager 101 which receives the correlation data from the syn- 
chronization 100, as illustrated in Figure 1. The calculated average data, on 
the basis of which the selection of detector is performed, is thus applied to the 
selector 102. The average is calculated, for instance, after each received burst 
for a given number of preceding bursts. The selection 102 of the detector is 

20 performed e.g. by comparing the average with a predetermined limit value as 
is described in the above. 

For ease of understanding the invention, one example of the gen- 
eral structure of the receiver is described in the above. However, the structure 
of the receiver may vary without deviating from the present invention. It is ob- 

25 vious to the person skilled in the art that as technology progresses the basic 
idea of the invention can be implemented in a variety of ways. Thus, the inven- 
tion and its embodiments are not restricted to the above-described examples, 
but they may vary within the scope of the claims. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for selecting a modulation detector in a receiver which 
comprises at least a first and a second detector, the method comprising the 
steps of 

5 determining at least one cross-correlation value between a stored 

training sequence and at least one training sequence of a received signal, 
characterized by 

selecting a detector used for detecting a signal to be received on 
the basis of the determined at least one cross-correlation value. 
10 2. A method as claimed in claim ^characterized in that the 

step of determining at least one cross-correlation value comprises the steps of 
searching an ideal synchronization point of the received signal, at 
which point the cross-correlation between the training sequence of the re- 
ceived signal and the stored training sequence has the maximum value, and 
15 calculating the cross-correlation value between the stored training 

sequence and the training sequence of the received signal, which is obtained 
by shifting the synchronization point of the received signal for one symbol se- 
quence forwards from the ideal synchronization point, and/or 

calculating the cross-correlation value between the stored training 
20 sequence and the training sequence of the received signal, which is obtained 
by shifting the synchronization point of the received signal for one symbol se- 
quence backwards from the ideal synchronization point. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, characterized in 
that the received signal is a complex signal, whereby at least one cross- 

25 correlation value to be determined is a complex cross-correlation value. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 3, characterized by 
performing the step of determining at least one cross-correlation 

value for a given number of training sequences of the received signal, 

calculating an absolute value of the average of the determined 
30 cross-correlation values, and 

selecting a first detector for the detection of the signal to be re- 
ceived if the absolute value of the average of the cross-correlation values ex- 
ceeds a preset limit value, and a second detector if the absolute value of the 
average of the cross-correlation values is below a preset limit value. 
35 5. A method as claimed in claim 3 or 4, characterized in 

that the first detector includes a channel equalizer; 
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6. A receiver which comprises 
a first (103A) and a second (103B) modulation detector, 
means (100) for determining at least one cross-correlation value be- 
tween at least one training sequence (21) of the received signal (IN) and the 
5 stored training sequence, characterized in that the receiver further 
comprises 

means (102) for selecting a detector (103A, 103B) used for detect- 
ing a signal to be received in response to the determined at least one cross- 
correlation value. 

10 7. A receiver as claimed in claim 6, characterized in that the 

means (100) for determining at least one cross-correlation value are arranged 
to search an ideal synchronization point of the received signal (IN), 
at which point the cross-correlation between the training sequence (21) of the 
received signal and the stored training sequence has the maximum value, and 

15 to calculate the cross-correlation value between the stored training 

sequence and the training sequence of the received signal, which is obtained 
by shifting the synchronization point of the received signal for one symbol se- 
quence forwards from the ideal synchronization point, and/or 

to calculate the cross-correlation value between the stored training 

20 sequence and the training sequence of the received signal, which is obtained 
by shifting the synchronization point of the received signal for one symbol se- 
quence backwards from the ideal synchronization point. 

8. A receiver as claimed in claim 6 or 7, characterized in 
that the received signal (IN) is a complex signal, whereby at least one cross* 

25 correlation value to be determined is a complex cross-correlation value. 

9. A receiver as claimed in claim 8, characterized by further 
comprising means (101) that are arranged 

to collect a predetermined number of cross-correlation values de- 
termined from the training sequences of the received signal and 
30 to calculate an absolute value of the average of the determined 

cross-correlation values, whereby the means (102) for selecting the detector 
are arranged 

to select a first detector (103A) for the detection of the signal to be 
received if the absolute value of the average of the cross-correlation values 
35 exceeds a preset limit value, and a second detector (103B) if the absolute 
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value of the average of the cross-correlation values is below a preset limit 
value. 

10. A receiver as claimed in claim 8 or 9, characterized in 
that the first detector (103A) includes a channel equalizer. 



(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for selecting a modulation detector in a receiver 
and a receiver which comprises a first (103A) and a sec- 
ond (103B) modulation detector, means (100) for deter- 
mining at least one cross-correlation value between the 
stored training sequence and at least one training se- 
quence (21) of the received signal (IN), and means (102) 
for selecting the detector (103A, 103B) used for the detec- 
tion of a signal to be received in response to the deter- 
mined at least one cross-correlation value. 
(Figure 1) 



